ROMANCE, COMEDY, SATIRE

striking detectives of the thirties were the tough agents of
Dashiell Hammett, whose The Glass Key (1931) and The
Thin Man (1934) must be named in any history of the
American novel. But the decade was not always tough. Mark
Van Doren's The Transients (1934) told with simple, subtle
originality a story of two Olympian visitors in New England.
Charles G. Finney in The Circus of Dr. Lao (1935) height-
ened satire with wild fantasy. George Santayana in The Last
Puritan (1936) brought his long philosophical observations to
bear ironically on an American type. Lawrence Edward Wat-
kins in On Borrowed Time (1937) made a novel out of a folk-
tale of Death and an apple tree. John P. Marquand, inventor
elsewhere of the picturesque detective Mr. Moto, satirized
traditional, conventional New England in The Late George
Apley (1937) and Wicfcford Point (1939).
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